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CLIENT GUIDE 002 

Understanding Child Arrangements 

Purpose 
This guide explains child arrangements after separation and provides general information. It is not legal advice. 

What are Child Arrangements? 
Child arrangements cover where a child lives, how much time they spend with each parent and how important 
decisions are made. 

The Child's Welfare 
The child's welfare is the paramount consideration. Decisions should focus on the child's best interests. 

Parental Responsibility 
Parents with parental responsibility should be involved in major decisions affecting the child wherever appropriate. 

Working Together 
Parents are encouraged to communicate respectfully, use parenting plans and resolve issues without unnecessary 
conflict. 

Mediation 
Family mediation may help parents reach practical agreements before court proceedings are considered. 

When Court May Be Necessary 
If agreement cannot be reached or there are safeguarding concerns, an application to the Family Court may be 
appropriate. 

Preparing for Meetings 
Keep a record of important events, school information, medical needs and proposals for future arrangements. 

How Kellsarr Can Help 
Kellsarr can explain procedures, help organise information, prepare documents within our scope and signpost to 
appropriate professionals. 

Useful Checklist 
Bring court papers (if any), children's details, existing agreements, diaries and questions for your appointment. 

Disclaimer 
This guide provides general information only and should not be relied upon as legal advice. Individual circumstances 
differ. 
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